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Avidyayamantare vartamanah^
way am dhirah panditham manyamanah;
Dandramyamanah pariyanti mudha,
andhena eva niyamana yathandhah.
(5) The ignorant, who live in the midst of darkness
but fancy themselves to be wise and learned, go round
deluded in many crooked ways, as the blind that are being
led by the blind.
The comparison used here is so impressive that
this has become a proverbial stanza and it is often
used in criticising the smaller Pundits who take the
duties of guiding the society or the community in
their assumed privileges as c men-of-knowledge'.
In criticising the self-conceited pharisees in the
Bible also we have a similar statement : U7jf the blind
lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch"*
Any amount of book-knowledge cannot make one
a real Vidwai unless one has come to live in a spirit
of renunciation and live actually a life dedicated to
self-purification and self-knowledge. Mere book-
knowledge cannot make one really wise : and a wise
one need not necessarily be a great student of books,
and yet, can be living a life of piety and self-controL
f
When the mere bookworms come to glorify
the *Seat of Raja-Guru9 the society or the country
* Matfaews. XV.  14.